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Nugent discusses campus issues at forum
by Leslie Parsons
News Editor
In a student panel this week,
President S. Georgia Nugent fielded
a number of student questions that
touched on many of the campus’s
current hot topics, such as the impending installation of card readers
to unlock doors and the recently
instated party policy.
Nugent was joined by a group
of administrators—Hillel Director
Marc Bragin, Senior Advisor to the
President Howard Sacks, Associate
Dean of Students Tacci Smith and
Chief Business Officer Dave McConnell—that provided comments and
fielded some of the questions.
Nugent began with a few questions that had been submitted via
e-mail, the first having to do with
the AVI contract. According to
Nugent, the contract was settled
during mediation.
The second e-mail question
addressed the rumor that the College does not recycle. According
to McConnell, the college recycles

Nugent addresses a group of students with the help of her Senior Staff.

325 tons of recyclable materials per
year, which is about 27 percent of the
College’s total waste mass. McCon-

nell also said that the school plans
to begin composting regularly when
Peirce reopens.

Jay Galbraith

The next e-mail question asked
if Nugent would consider writing in
a blog so as to better inform students

of College happenings. “I would
burn off my hair before I would
blog,” said Nugent. “I’m just not a
blogger … I don’t take myself that
seriously.”
According to Nugent, communication between administrators and
students has been an important issue
for her. “One thing we’re doing is to
reinstitute modes of communication
that we, senior staff, though we had
instituted,” said Nugent. She also
said that senior staff members have
agreed to meet with their student
government counterparts as has
been customarily done, though many
students are not aware of this policy.
She also plans to hold town meetings
on a more regular basis. According
to Nugent, Dean of Students Tammy
Gocial has been reporting to student
government on what is discussed at
senior staff meetings.
Later in the meeting, a firstyear student asked about the communication gap between students
and administrators and options for
see Nugent, page 7

College uses labor as Writer Margaret Atwood speaks
at Review Literary Festival
alternative punishment
By Sarah Friedman
Features Editor
Many students may be unfamiliar
with the College’s policy of disciplinary
service for violators of College policies.
According to Assistant Dean of
Students for Housing and Residential
Life Alicia Dugas, disciplinary service
“has always been a part of sanctioning
options.” The noticeable recent change
is that this year, some students chose to
complete service hours instead of paying
a fine they could not afford.
For example, in the past, Residential Life has fined students $50 per
candle found during fire and safety
inspections. This year, some students
chose community service over the
fine.
“My biggest concern is that not
everyone at Kenyon has money,” said
Dugas. “If you’re choosing to fine somebody $50 and that’s a huge difference for
them financially,” disciplinary service
can be substituted for the fine.
“This is something we really only
do in extreme financial need,” she said.
Fines vs. Service
Fines, though visible on campus,
actually constitute a “very small percentage of sanctions issued to students found
violating a College policy,” said Judicial
Affairs Coordinator Samantha Jones
Hughes. “I issue a fine, which is different than restitution, when the Student
Handbook dictates it.”
Such cases include intentional

damage ($100 fine), fire safety violation
($200 fine depending on the situation)
and pets other than fish ($100 fine
plus $25 per day until the animal is
removed).
Hughes said that she issues restitution when a student damages or breaks
a specific item.
“We try very hard to have disciplinary sanctions ‘fit’ the incident
that took place and the person who
committed the violation,” said Dean
of Students Tammy Gocial. “In general,
I’m fairly averse to fines because I don’t
typically see them as a deterrent to misdeeds. On the other hand, when a fine
is warranted, I don’t want someone not
to be able to continue at Kenyon just
because they can’t pay their fine when
they are willing to work for it.”
When is service required?
According to Dugas, when a
student violates a College policy, an
incident report is written up and
forwarded to Hughes, who hears the
case or forwards it to another hearing
officer.
“It depends on the case and what
the judicial coordinator needs assistance with,” said Dugas.
According to community advisor and member of Judicial Board
Mohammad Hamad ’10, the degree
of punishment reflects the seriousness of the violation and tasks range
from “busy office work” like filing
see Alternative, page 5

Atwood speaks to a capacity audience in Rosse while overflow attendees watched live feed in Brandi.

By Marenka
Thompson-Odlum
Staff Writer
Margaret Atwood headlined the
first annual Kenyon Review Literary
Festival, which the Review organized in
conjunction with the Council of Literary
Magazines and Presses. The Festival hosted a number of events such as a book fair,
the Writer’s Harvest and a panel discussing
how to get a book published. The Festival
was also open to the greater communities
of Gambier and Mount Vernon.
“We were really happy there were a

lot of community members that attended
the various events,” said Associate Kenyon
Review Programs Director Abigail Serfass. It opens up the College and shows
that we have a lot to offer the surrounding
communities.”
On Saturday, Nov. 10, Margaret
Atwood graced Kenyon College with
her presence after being honored with
the Kenyon Review Award for Literary
Achievement on Thursday, Nov. 8 in
New York City. For the past six years, the
Kenyon Review has presented the award
to authors who have created magnificent
literary works. The award ceremony

Allie Wigley

also functions as an auction in order to
raise funds for various Kenyon Review
programs, such as the Young Writers
program, for which people bid on scholarships for the program, allowing more
interested students to attend.
The Kenyon Review used funds
from the Denham Sutcliffe Memorial
Lecture fund to bring Margaret Atwood
to the campus. “Atwood is the first honoree to return to the campus and speak,
but we hope to make this a yearly event,
so that the authors can give back to the
see Atwood, page 5
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Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. to speak on
environmental issues at Kenyon

Courtesy scu.edu

by Hannah Curran
Editor-in-Chief
On Nov. 28, Student Lectureships
will host Robert Kennedy, Jr. in Rosse
Hall. Named one of Time Magazine’s
“Heroes for the Planet” for his success in
helping Riverkeeper, an environmental
organization, lead the fight to restore the
Hudson River, Kennedy helped spawn
more than 130 Waterkeeper organizations across the globe.
Kennedy currently serves as chief
prosecuting attorney for the Hudson
Riverkeeper and president of Waterkeeper
Alliance. He is also a clinical professor
and supervising attorney at Pace University School of Law’s Environmental
Litigation Clinic and is co-host of Ring
of Fire on Air America Radio. Earlier in
his career he served as assistant district
attorney in New York City. He worked
on several political campaigns including
the presidential campaigns of Edward M.
Kennedy in 1980, Al Gore in 2000 and
John Kerry in 2004.
  

Student Lectureship’s ability to
bring Kennedy to campus was largely the
work of Matt Segal ’08, whose position as
exective director of Student Association
for Voter Empowerment (SAVE) made
him privy to the nation’s concern for
environmental issues.
Segal first became attracted to Kennedy’s policies with the 2004 Rolling Stone
article “Was the 2004 Election Stolen?”
“The article basically shook my
world,” said Segal. “It broke down what
went wrong in Ohio from inner city to
rural areas, and launched him to national
fame on this issue. Until then, mainstream
publications were not giving any time to
voting irregularities and then national
media was forced to pick this up.”
Segal, meanwhile, was testifying
about Ohio voting irregularities during
the 2004 election and felt inspired to
get in touch with Kennedy himself. He
waited a year and, after founding SAVE
reached out to Kennedy as a potential
advisor to the Board of Directors. Kennedy responded enthusiastically.

“To me, the environment cannot be
separated from the economy, housing civil
rights and human rights,” said Kennedy.
“It’s not about advocating for fishes and
birds. It’s about human rights.”
“I called Kennedy’s secretary and
said ‘Look, what’s Mr Kennedy’s speaking
fee?’,” said Segal. “When she said it was
$35,000, I told her that’s impractical—all
we can offer is $1,500.When he heard
it was Kenyon College, he said that was
fine.”
“You can see he’s truly invested and
impassioned about the issue,” said Segal.
“He’s the closest thing to a celebrity to
come to campus this year. He’s never
been elected to office, but he’s a Harvard
[educated] lawyer and a district attorney.
His cousin’s Maria Shriver. I believe that his
personal relationship to Arnold Schwarzenegger influenced his environmental
policies.”
If he can convince Arnold to convert
to biodiesel, he can convince anyone. Kennedy will speak at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 28, 2007
in Rosse Hall.
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Student Council
Nov. 11, 2007

     •    President Nugent attended the student council
meeting , in which she briefly went over a few questions
posed by the student body that she will address at an
upcoming forum. Some of the questions she received
were concerning the Peirce Project. Nugent reiterated the
statement made by Dave McConnell earlier that the senior
dinner will be held in Peirce Hall, swipe cards, changes in
Community Advisors’ duties, the student/administration
divide and AVI employment issues. Nugent discussed the
form of the forum, and thought that it would be more
beneficial that she answer the general questions first, but
then open up the floor so that more concerns from students
could be discussed.
     •     The facilities used in the past to store students’
belongings were recently leveled, and therefore an
alternative plan has to be provided.  The proposal put
forward by the Housing and Grounds Committee is that
the College contract with a company, Collegeboxes Inc.,
that provides packing , pick-up and shipping ser vices
to students, and also delivery to a student’s new dorm
after the summer. This storage system, however, will be
more expensive.  The committee is looking into similar
companies that may offer the same ser vices at a lower price.
     •    It was proposed by LBIS that a class be offered to
students where they can learn about the various computer
programs used at Kenyon and how to navigate the LBIS
website. There was some debate whether this class, if
offered, should be made mandatory or optional, or if a
student can test out of it.
     •    A mandatory meeting for every organization
applying for BFC funds is being held Nov. 14, because
many people incorrectly fill out the request forms or ask
for funding for things that are not covered by BFC funds.
      •    A student has been hired to setup and design the
Student Council website. In order for the website to look
well-done and ser ve its purpose each committee chair and
class representative must fill out a form explaining the
committee’s goals for the year, its purpose its and members.
     •    Habitat for Humanity received zero percent of their
budget request because they wanted to donate the money
to an organization. The BFC is not allowed to give money
to a club for charity, the money has to go toward student
use. There are, however, other financial options open to the
club if it wishes to give money to a charity.
     •    Mai Tai, a kickboxing group that is open to
everyone, was approved for club status.  Model UN was reapproved for club status.
                                                          —Marenka Thompson-Odlum
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Village record
Nov. 7—Nov. 13, 2007
Nov. 7, 12:26 p.m. — Hit skip accident at Duff Street
Apartments. Report filed with sheriff ’s office.
Nov. 9, 9:46 a.m. — Students receiving harassing phone
calls at McBride Residence.
Nov. 9, 9:05 p.m. — Drug possession at Mather Residence.
Nov. 9, 10:51 p.m. — Underage possession of alcohol at
Norton Hall.
Nov. 9, 11:18 p.m. — Medical call regarding ill student at
the Village Market. Student transported by squad to the
hospital.
Nov. 10, 12:01 a.m. — Verbal argument between student
and non-student at Ernst Center. Underage possession of
alcohol at Norton Hall.
Nov. 10, 12:21 p.m. — Medical call at Gund Commons
regarding ill non-student. Person was given food and juice.
Nov. 10, 9:23 p.m. — Medical call regarding ill student
at Gund Commons. Friends will pick up medication for
student.
Nov. 10, 11:49 p.m. — Medical call regarding ill/
intoxicated student at Manning Hall. Friends will watch
student.
Nov. 11, 12:38 a.m. — Drug paraphernalia at Old Kenyon.
Nov. 11, 3:34 a.m. — Vandalism/broken bottles at Old
Kenyon.
Nov. 11, 1:52 p.m. — Theft and recovery of items from
Olin Library. Suspect was later arrested by deputy.
Nov. 11, 6:18 p.m. — Vandalism to bench on Middle Path.

Greek Council

News



AIDS Coalition to provide
free condoms for dispensers
by Nick Mohar-Schurz
Staff Writer
The AIDS Coalition is currently
working with The Office of Residential Life “to make safe sex as accessible
[and] as possible at Kenyon,” said AIDS
Coalition President Joanna Watson ’08.
Watson became one of the organization’s
presidents during her sophomore year,
with two seniors also serving as presidents that same year.
This fall, having temporarily left the
AIDS Coalition’s day-to-day scene while
studying abroad her junior year, Watson
found herself returning to an organization that had become stagnant during
her absence. She said she is partially to
blame for this problem because she could
have done more to train other potential
leaders. She said that she was eager to
come back and get started with the club
at the beginning of her senior year, but
had trouble finding the organization’s
budget, which had previously always
been permanently set at $2,000.
According to Watson, Dean of

Students Tammy Gocial had transferred
the budget to the Health Center without
notifying either Watson or the Health
Center. After seven meetings, Watson
was finally able to locate the allocated
funds.
This year, part of those funds have
gone toward the purchase of condoms,
lubricant and dental dams, while the
remaining money will go toward pins
and t-shirts related to the upcoming
AIDS Awareness Day, Dec. 1. The
AIDS Coalition will accept donations
during the distribution of pins and
t-shirts. Watson said she would eventually like to donate to causes such as The
Building Tomorrow Fund, which would
enable the Kenyon community to build
a school for underprivileged children in
sub-Saharan Africa.
Currently, the condom dispensers
in dorms charge 50 cents per condom.
Although various buildings on campus,
such as the Unity House and the Crozier
Center for Women, offer free condoms,
Watson said that condoms are most
needed in residence halls, particularly at

night. Also, she said, many people are not
comfortable walking into one of these
other venues to get free condoms.
The AIDS Coalition, she said, is
“trying to make it as comfortable as possible to get condoms.” The AIDS Coalition is discussing different budgets with
Residential Life with the hope of also
having free condoms in the dorms. Watson said students are unaware of some of
the condom dispensers, especially the one
in Hanna’s women’s restroom. Watson
said her inspiration for raising AIDS
awareness stems from her own family’s
experience—her uncle is HIV-positive.
AIDS is more than an STI, she
said, and Kenyon students should be
made more aware of its implications
because contracting it can easily be prevented. “Ultimately, we would like to
have more dispensers,” she said, but for
now, the AIDS Coalition is trying to be
realistic, working toward improving the
systems already in place on campus. At
Kenyon, “everyone has their thing they
care about,” she said, “and this happens
to be mine.”

Writers’ Harvest

Nov. 12, 2007
• Rush Schedules are due Dec. 4, with location and
start/end times listed for all events. Five different pre-rush
meetings will be held—one in each first-year dorm.
• Tentative pledging schedules are due Tuesday, Nov. 19.
The final versions are due Dec. 10.
• On Dec. 5 at the Psi Upsilon lodge, a meeting will
be held for the neighbors of off-campus Greek housing
and lodges to meet and talk with members of the Greek
community.
• Forum for advisors and organizations was held during
common hour on Tuesday, Nov. 12. Half of the meeting
was a meet and greet, while the other half was moderated
discussion.
• The Greek Council Web site is in the works, and is
being designed by Dan Streicher ’10.
• Training for new party monitors will be held the week
after Thanksgiving break; times to be announced.
				

—Hannah Curran
Allie Wigley

Senior Staff
Nov. 13, 2007
At its Nov. 13 meeting , Senior Staff:
• Discussed at length the recent town hall gathering with
President S. Georgia Nugent and how senior administration
and students could better engage one another.
• Raised the issue of siting of the new English building.
• Briefly considered a proposal to construct a sidewalk
connecting the campus/village with the Brown Family
Environmental Center.
• Scheduled upcoming meetings for discussion of the
College’s annual operating budget.
—Courtesy of Senior Advisor to the President Howard Sacks

Last Friday evening, the Kenyon Review held the third-annual Kenyon College Writers Harvest, an
event at which members from the school community raised over $400 for local charities by participating in
a “literary coffeehouse”.
This year, all proceeds raised went to the Salvation Army and Interchurch, who will use the funds to help
combat local hunger. In addition to the student and faculty readings of poetry, the campus band “The Cover
Band” performed and Middle Ground donated coffee and desserts. The event had a cover charge of $7, though
students had the option of making an additional personal donation.
While the Writers Harvest had previously been a stand-alone event, this year it was a part of with the first
annual Kenyon Review Literary Festival. Review Associates run the Writers Harvest, and Leigh Barkley ’08
was the intern who coordinated the details for most of the event—“inviting readers and musicians, soliciting
donations, advertising, making sure the evening ran smoothly and so on,” she said. The Kenyon Review Director
of Programs Anna Duke Reach and Associate Programs Director Abigail Serfass were also “instrumental in
setting up and running the event,” said Barkley.
Overall, said Barkley, the event went well, with about 60-75 people showing up over the course of the
night. “We surpassed last year’s attendance,” she said. “In all, we raised over $400 for the event, as well as several
cans of food.”
Many of the students who read at the Writers Harvest read their own poetry. “I read poems from two
known poets, and one of my own,” said Janae Peters ’10. “It was a really good experience—the atmosphere was
wonderful, and it was great to be around people who wanted to sit around and listen to poetry.”
								

—Lindsay Means
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Alternative: College
says if you can’t pay,
we’ve got a way
CONTINUED from page 1

papers to cleaning the dorms alongside
maintenance. The most serious punishments are enforced “if [the violation is]
something like sexual harassment or …
serious vandalism or something racist
or anti-Semitic,” he said.
The judicial administrator may
require service hours for “vandalism or
repeated noise violations,” according
to Gocial. In cases such as fire safety
violations, the discipline is negotiable,
she said.
A fine can be bought out with
service hours at minimum wage rate,
according to Dugas. “We don’t want to
undercut somebody,” she said.
What is disciplinary service?
“‘Working off a fine’ does not
always necessitate physical labor,” said
Gocial. “We typically work with the
student to define a project that seems to
fit the nature of the incident for which
they were held responsible.”
Service allows students to “give
back to the community that at some
point they disrupted,” said Dugas. For
example, she said, a student who has a
candle violation might be required to
hang flyers reminding students that
candles are not permitted in dorms.
It also may prevent students from
repeating violations. “When you have a
sanction that immediately follows your

campus,” said Serfass.
The Denham Sutcliffe Memorial
Lecture: An Evening with Margaret Atwood took place in a completely packed
Rosse Hall, and was opened by David
Lynn, the editor of the Kenyon Review.
In his brief introduction, he said that
Atwood’s writing “challenged assumptions and core beliefs.” Atwood then took
the stage, opening with the humorous line,
“It is surely true that I am shorter than you
thought I would be.”
With a sense of humor, Atwood
discussed her novel Oryx and Crake
after reading an excerpt from the book.
Atwood approached her novel from two
different perspectives: “How much time
have we got” and “Snowman is the heart of
the matter.” Atwood described her novel
from the view “How much time have we
got” as a future dismal dystopia similar to
George Orwell’s 1984, where the question
of environmental sustainability is never
addressed and there is an “all you can eat
sign” hanging over the world. Atwood
also discussed the utopian aspect of the
novel through a few characters that have

International Fashion Show

behavior, you remember it,” said Dugas.
“There’s a learning outcome that’s immediate, so I think that service hours
are probably a good thing … I think that
fines are not the best way to create learning opportunity in all circumstances.”
“If their families are the ones paying their tuition, then they also receive
any fines the student incurred such as
parking tickets or judicial fines,” she said.
“For a lot of people that’s not a situation
they’re going to learn something from.”
Service allows students to take ownership for their own action, she said.
Service also allows students to learn
“how hard people are working” behind
the scenes, said Hamad. “Maintenance
works really hard to scrub the floors or
scrub the walls or do whatever, so I think
that implementing this rule will give
people a chance to ... better appreciate
what [maintenance workers] do.”
Choice?
“Students don’t have the choice in
a judicial hearing to choose service over
a fine,” said Gocial. “[T]hat is a decision
the hearing officer makes.”
What if a student who is financially
capable of paying a fine would rather
do disciplinary service? “No one’s ever
requested it besides students who have
financial need,” said Dugas. She said
she would be open to the idea but
would have to ask Senate or the Judicial
Board.

Atwood: discusses
dystopia, lack of art in
her latest novel
CONTINUED from page 1
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adapted in such a way that they have
very little impact on the natural world.
These characters no longer need clothing, eradicating the clothing industry
and they only eat leaves, alleviating the
earth of the livestock and agricultural
industry. Atwood concluded by saying,
“in order for everything to stay the same,
everything must change. We must change
the way we live in order to keep on living
the way we live.”
Atwood’s second take on her novel,
“Snowman is the heart of the matter”
focused on the loss of the arts in the future
world of Oryx and Crake. In Atwood’s
future world her protagonist, Jimmy
Snowman, who fancies words and is a
mediocre wordsmith, is the sole representative of the art of literary manipulation.
Atwood said that in her novel the future
is overrun by science, but she stressed that
Jimmy Snowman is the heart of the matter
as science is only a tool and has no system
of morality, but a liberal arts education is
the system that explores our desires and
emotions and is the moral compass of the
sciences. Atwood then closed the event
with a short question and answer session
and a book signing.

Tristan Potter

Last night, Kenyon first held its International Fashion Show in the Gund Ballroom. Brian Don
’08 acted as master of ceremonies and students, faculty and staff strutted down the catwalk to the
sounds of world music. Clothing from Mexico, Peru, Guatemala, China, Nigeria, the Phillippines,
Sri Lanka, India, Ghana and Japan appeared in the show.
The night concluded with student performances. Paulina Gutierrez and Laura Yakas performed
in Spanish and English, Kanmani Venkateswaran sang an Indian song and Tim Lane concluded the
evening with his rendition of a Japanese R&B song.
Shaakira Raheem ’11 organized the event, which Snowden House sponsored. “I mentioned the
idea of an international fashion show, and Chris Kennerly encouraged me to do it,” Raheem said. “I
really wanted to do something that would be fun and that would raise cultural awareness at the same
time.”
“I was a little worried at first that people wouldn’t show up, but I feel like there was a pretty good
turnout,” Raheem said.
After the fashion show and the performances, the attendees were treated to a buffet including
egg rolls, chips and guacamole, sushi and tartlets.
Behind the multicolored costumes, upbeat music and diverse foods, however, was a lot of work,
according to Raheem. “It’s been such a hectic planning process—everyone is very busy right now, and
I’m so thankful that everyone came together and helped with the planning, the costuming, ordering
food, advertising,” she said. “Overall, I’m really happy with how tonight turned out.”
Sara Nash ’11, who modeled a handmade Ghanian tunic, said that the event “showed how Kenyon
has such a welcoming environment … people want to learn about other cultures.
Margaret Wardrop ’11, who also modeled Ghanian clothing, said she agreed. “I love how international students as well as students who’ve grown up in the United States can do something like this
together,” she said.
“We hope to have this become something that happens year after year,” she said. “This year was a
really big success, and I’d just love for more Kenyon students to experience it next year.”
								

—Lindsay Means
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Student organization Student Democrats, Republicans
and Libertarians to debate
seeks to empower
student voters
by Hannah Curran
Editor-in-Chief

Organization has 19 national
chapters
Organizers say they seek to develop
“culture of
informed voters”
by Hannah Curran
Editor-in-Chief
Kenyon garnered national
attention after the 2004 election, due to the hundreds of
students who waited in line
to vote for upwards of ten
hours. For a while afterwards,
voting was the hot topic on
campus and everyone seemed
to e quate e l e c tora l ap athy
with moral failing. But arguably even more remarkable are
the efforts of a few students
in particular whose interest
in policy reform was ignited
by the events of election day.
The Student Association for
Voter Empowerment (SAVE),
developed after this monum e n t a l e v e n t i n K e ny o n’s
histor y, and while Kenyon’s
political climate has cooled
somewhat, is just heating up.
SAVE is one of the fastest-growing organizations at
Kenyon, and yet it is largely
unknown among the student
body, especially in lig ht of
i t s s i z e a n d s c o p e . S AV E
is a non-p ar tisan, not-forp ro f i t s t u d ent-l e d o r g a n i zation under the dire ction
of Matthew Seg al ’08. We
have probably all seen Segal’s
bubble on the “Meet Kenyon
People” webpag e, but since
that bio was written, Segal’s
effor ts for ele ction reform
have risen in streng th and
number. SAVE began in April
2007 as a means of increasing
civic participation and voter
education, for, as Segal said,
“this awareness should be as
fundamental as literacy.”
The unique aspect of
SAVE is that it focuses on promoting student involvement
without pushing any kind of
partisan agenda. As co-director Sara h Cohen ’08, sa id ,
“There’s no way the reform we
want can happen without the
support of both sides.”
En d or s ing a p ar ti c u lar
ideolog y will end up alienating a section of the population when the idea, Segal and
Cohen said they believe, is to
develop a culture of informed
voters, regardless of party al-

legiance.
One method of developi n g a c u l t ur e o f i n f o rm e d
voters is to start from within
scho ols to bring ab out the
institutionalization of civic
education. SAVE views this
change as imperative, because
including this in the school
curriculum will help to emphasize the importance of being socially active for students
nationwide. SAVE supports a
“by the youth for the youth”
approach in their programs,
which include civic e ducation tutoring for high-school
or junior-hig h students, an
initiative to increase the number of youth poll workers and
bipartisan issue forums held
at the chapter level to keep
voters informed and encourage political dialogue.
S AV E ha s c om e a l ong
way in a very short time, with
19 chapter organizations and
a strong presence on the national scale. In addition to
their programs at the chapter
level, SAVE has also formed a
partner coalition with Comm o n Cau s e , Mo b i l i z e . o r g ,
Earth Day Network and the
League of Conser vation Voter s to prom o te a Nati ona l
Week of Voter Reg istration
by September 2008. SAVE’s
involvement with these organizations has garnered the
invo lvem ent o f prom in ent
political figures such as former vice chairman of the 9/11
Commission Lee Hamilton,
former Oh io senator Mike
Dewine and congressman
Zack Space, who remarke d
that voter participation at this
time is “immorally low.”
SAVE brings the government back within arm’s reach
for students, as a major problem contributing to apathy
among young voters has been
a fe el ing of inac c essib il it y
and distance. With Kenyon’s
reputation for political enthusiasm, this should be an organization that speaks to many
members of our campus. For
further information regarding
this organization, visit www.
savevoting.org.

The Kenyon Colleg e Republicans, the Kenyon College
D em o c r at s a n d th e Keny o n
College Libertarians prepare to
shake Rosse to its very foundations on Dec. 4 as their leaders
assemble to debate the hottest
topics of the 2008 elections.
“Let’s Debate ’08,” spons o re d b y th e St u d ent A ss o ciation for Voter Empowerment
(SAVE) and supported by the
political science department,
aims to raise civic awareness and
educate the campus not only
about political activism on campus, but issues that are bound to
be controversial through to the
2008 elections.
Matt Segal ’08 will moderate, drawing questions on 12 key
issues: voting rights, Iraq and
the Middle East, education, im-

migration, civil liberties, GLBT
rights, drugs, the Jena Six, health
care, the environment, womens’
rights and the economy. Each
debater will be given a minute
to answer a question and 30
seconds for rebuttals.
“ Ev e n a p o l i t i c a l p e o p l e
should attend , to hear some
new ideas on issues,” said Segal.
“This is a great way to spread
ideas without assigning stereotypes.”
“We’re pleased and grateful
that the Democrats and Republicans agreed with our suggestion to hold a debate, and that
they’re taking it seriously and
promoting it enthusiastically,”
said Evan McLaren ’08, leader of
the Libertarian delegation. “And
yet, in spite of our gratitude,
our eagerness to serve as a public embarrassment to our two
odious national parties remains
undiminished. We’re hoping for

a big turnout.”
“I expect a clean and spirited debate,” said Colin Maguire
’08, president of the Kenyon
College Republicans. “But make
no mistakes, I play for keeps!
AMERICA ! By the way, Evan
McLaren thinks liberals are a
bunch of sissies.”
The lone female representative, Kenyon College Democrats
President Sarah Cohen ’08, is
prepared to hold down the fort.
“ Wh ile the D emo crats can’t
boast of supporting a former
Law & Order actor or a candidate who has proposed eliminating the IRS,” said Cohen, “we
are proud to claim the donkey as
our own. And I’m pretty confident the glory of the donkey will
carry us to victory.”
Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 7:00 p.m.
in Rosse Hall. Even if you don’t
come to see it, you’ll probably
hear it.

Leaf Labrynth

Allie Wigley

Fallen leaves are typically an autumn nuisance, but this year Kes Schroer ’08, Kenyon’s
Wellness Initiative intern, and Episcopal Chaplain Karl Stevens decided to put them to
good use.
Last week, Schroer designed a “leaf labyrinth” between Ransom Hall and the Chapel.
She wrote in an e-mail that she and Stevens spent two hours building the labyrinth using
rakes and a tarp, after maintenance workers “blew the leaves into the general vicinity.”
Schroer’s design was Roman-based, she said, and constructed from temporary materials
with “minimal environmental impact.”
One of the Wellness Initiative’s goals for this year, according to Schroer, is to “increase
opportunities for meditation and relaxation on campus.” She said she and Stevens “picked
this time of year because it’s a very stressful time and walking labyrinths are a great, quick
way to relax your body.”
Schroer said she and Stevens also teamed up in the spring of 2006 to create a cornmeal
labyrinth with Canterbury, but this was the first labyrinth for the Wellness Initiative.
The turnout was “great,” according to Schroer, who said that a labyrinth’s purpose
was to be extemporaneous. “People walk them when they feel the need, for however long
they want.” Schroer said she received many positive email responses from students, faculty
and administrators.
Due to the project’s success, Schroer said she and Stevens “want to build a snow labyrinth,” although the logistics are still uncertain.
								

—Sarah Queller
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Thanksg iving was
never meant to be shunted
into a single day, so Kenyon
students get out of class
for an entire week. We at
the Collegian would like to
take a moment, in the spirit
of the holiday, to acknowledge those who deserve our
thanks.
Thank you President
Nugent, for putting up with
more criticism and owning
more purple than humanly possible.
Thank you residents of Gambier,
for putting up with 1,800 college
students.
Thank you Housing & Grounds,
for getting creative with where I live.
Thank you AVI employees, for
getting creative with what I eat.
Thank you Board of Trustees for
deciding what’s best for us.
Thank you Collegian readers,
for letting us know what’s wrong
with us.
Thank you Paul Newman, for
the sizable donations and the salad
dressing.
Thank you Ernst, for making us
appreciate the beauty of Peirce.
Thank you hill outside Ernst, for
helping us prevent the freshman 15.
Thank you ladies of Friday Café,
for making sure we gain it all back.
Thank you Student Council,
for doing when everyone else is complaining.
Thank you all-stu, for aiding our
complaining.
Thank you Samosa, for teaching
us about Diwali.
Thank you health center, for
saving us from Diwali.
Thank you post office employees
who let us into our mail boxes.
Thank you construction workers
trying to let us into our dining hall.
Thank you Village Inn, for $2
beer specials.
Thank you lounge parties, for
free beer that’s not very special.
Thank you residents of the Duplex for sacrificing your floor.
Thank you party monitors, for
sacrificing your nights.
Thank you Dean Gocial, for
having a sense of humor about it all
on Halloween.
Thank you weird campus cat
and skunk families, for all the fear
of rabies.
Thank you first years, for the all
the scabies.
Thank you much, Cedric.
Thank you Thanksgiving break,
for giving us just enough time with
our family to get us excited to return
to school.
God gave us relatives, so thank
God we can choose our friends.

by Daniel Streicher
Lead Design Editor
Students reacted with outrage
last week after President S. Georgia
Nugent dared to bring current events
at Kenyon into her Founder’s Day
speech. According to the staff editorial
in last week’s Collegian, matriculation
is timeless and traditional, and thus to
mention petty issues like vandalism
and theft is entirely inappropriate.
This interpretation of the matriculation ceremony and attack of Nugent’s
comments could not be more wrong.
Nugent did mishandle herself.
She spoke as if she were placing blame
for the recent events at Kenyon on the
first years themselves. I believe, however, that she was trying to make a far
less abrasive point, and at that, a good
one. That point, unfortunately, was
buried in the controversy surrounding
the speech’s delivery.
The intent of the Founder’s
Day ceremony is not to welcome the
first-year class into the College. We
have Convocation for that express
purpose. Founder’s Day represents a
call to action. Matriculation does not

occur until the new students have gotten a chance to become familiar with
the College, and to understand what
Kenyon is about. The matriculation
oath compels us to “faithfully observe
and obey, to the best of our ability, the
laws and regulations of the College;
and that we will provide the influence
of our good example and precept as
far as may be in our power.” More
importantly, we swear to “strive by all
proper means to promote Kenyon’s
welfare and good name.”
Sure, we promise to follow the
rules. We also, however, promise to
act as positive influences on the community and to promote the welfare of
the College—not the administration,
but the College. This seems to me to
be the primary concern of the oath.
While the matriculation ceremony is a longstanding tradition, the
oath we make is not a timeless one.
How could it possibly be? The welfare
of an institution is not the sum of its
wellness over 183 years. Welfare is a
function of the current state of affairs
at an institution. To claim that the
matriculation oath or the Founder’s
Day ceremony should be timeless
and detached from real events is to
be completely ignorant of both the
content and meaning of the oath. It
is timeless in its tradition only, not in
its practice or relevance.
If we are unhappy with the
state of Kenyon right now, we the
matriculated have a sworn duty to do
everything in our power to redeem
this institution. A sense of loss over
the so-called ‘true Kenyon’ with no
actual knowledge of that which Ke-

nyon represents is no longer enough.
This is what President Nugent was
trying to convey.
Our campus is currently plagued
with vandalism, theft and other acts of
disrespect. Nugent brought these up
not to place blame, but to remind us
that it is our sworn responsibility to
fix them. The whole campus, not just
the first years at Matriculation, would
do well to hear this message.
Nugent could have been less
abrasive. All she needed to do was
show the first-year class that the matriculation oath was a practical one.
She should have phrased her speech
more carefully to avoid the appearance of blaming them, and she should
have sincerely apologized for creating
this impression. She should not have
used such inflammatory language in
her follow up interview with the Collegian. Despite the mishandling of her
speech, however, her intentions were
good and her diagnosis of the problem
at hand was accurate. Criticize her
for her mistakes, sure, but don’t be so
immature as to ignore the actual point
that she was trying to make.
If you do not like what you
see happening at Kenyon, fight for
change. If you think Nugent is doing
significant damage to this school, take
her advice a step further and do something about it. Work for actual change
instead of expressing juvenile anger.
Nugent said she “would hate
to think that Kenyon has become a
community where what one says and
what one does bear no relationship to
one another.” We have made an oath.
Now what will we do?

Letter to the Editor:
A letter of thanks:
We want to send our sincere thanks to all of the students who supported the members of UniteHere Local 84, who work
for AVI Foodsystems at Kenyon College, when we were going through our contract negotiations. We want to thank you for
all of your hard work and dedication to standing behind the people who provide you with the best service they can and for
your constant support and caring for what they were going through. We want to give a special thanks to The Ladies of Nu Iota
Alpha, Hayden Schortman and all of you who passed around petitions and put your signature down to tell the company to
give us a fair contract. On Nov. 5, 2007, the members of UniteHere Local 84 voted to ratify the offer from AVI Foodsystems.
It is our desire to thank all of you for getting involved with helping us obtain a new three-year contract with AVI.
Sincerely,
Steve Ridley, Michele Smith
and the Negotiation Team

Beach Viking

Collegian Cartoon
by Dain Williams
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Forum will focus on student voting at Kenyon
by Hannah Curran
Editor-in-Chief
The Knox County Board of Elections will be present for a town-hall forum
on Tuesday, Nov. 27th, at 7:30 p.m., in the
Philomathesian lecture hall in Ascension.
Sponsored by the Student Association for
Voter Empowerment (SAVE), a recently
formed non-partisan organization whose
purpose is to increase accessibility for
young voters, the event is open to all to
ask questions and discuss the role the
Board plays in the local political process.

Professor of English Lewis Hyde will
moderate the panel.
The Knox County Board of Elections is composed of two Democrats and
two Republicans, whose duties include
overseeing voter registration and certifying candidates who appear on the county’s
ballots. Assisted by a similarly bipartisan
staff, the Board also provides the public
with information regarding the election
process, election results and much more.
In the 2004 presidential election,
the Gambier Village precinct had one of

the longest voting lines in the nation, with
voters waiting up to 11 hours to cast their
ballots. Those troubles are unlikely to be
repeated in coming years, as they arose
primarily from equipment shortages and
the County has since bought a large number of new voting machines, according to
Village officials.
Nonetheless, the voting process in
Ohio remains confusing to some. Before
2004, Ohio did not require a person to
present identification either when registering to vote or when voting. As a result

of changes in federal and state law, voters
are now required to present identification in order to have their votes counted.
How students at the College can meet
this requirement will likely be one of the
topics for discussion.
After the 2004 election, students in
Hyde’s writing class published a pamphlet
describing what had happened.
“One of my own conclusions from
that work was that the Kenyon community and the Board of Elections
didn’t know each other very well,” said

Hyde. “My hope for this panel is that we
bridge that gap and open better lines of
communication. I have been impressed
with the integrity and dedication of the
Knox County Board, and welcome the
opportunity for others here at Kenyon
to get to know them.”
“I especially encourage first years
who are interested in learning how to
register to vote in Ohio to attend,” said
Matt Segal ’08, executive director of
SAVE. “It’s a great way to learn how to
get involved.”

Nugent: president responds to questions, concerns
CONTINUED from page 1

improvement. Nugent said she was
interested in hearing student ideas
as to how this situation could be
fixed. She also brought up the low
attendance at the party policy forum.
“It’s frustrating,” she said.
Brendan Mysliwiec ’08 said
that student government should
be used for better communication.
Sarah Zukowski ’09 said that Student Council meetings are open to
all students and encouraged people
to attend.
Daniel Streicher ’10 said that it
seemed that decisions are being made
about issues relating to the College
before students are made aware of
the issues. Jarrett Moreno ’08 said
that Student Council minutes are
available in the Collegian.
Another e-mailed question
asked for an update on the Peirce
project. “The only thing I’m guaranteeing for certain,” said McConnell,
“is that senior dinner will be in Peirce
this year, even if we have to wear
hard hats.”
When Nugent opened the panel
up to students, one student asked her
what senior staff was. She explained
that senior staff is a collection of
the high-ranking administrators on
campus that meets to discuss campus
issues. A complete list of the members of that staff and their positions
can be found at http://www.kenyon.
edu/x1172.xml.
The same student asked about
the new “poli-sci” center that was being built. Nugent explained that after
the College gained national notoriety for having the longest voting line
during the last presidential election,
some professors wrote a grant proposal to the National Endowment
for the Humanities and were granted
nearly $700,000 to build a center for
the study of American democracy.
That sum, according to Nugent, was
matched by donors. “My fond hope
is that we might make a little dent in
increasing [our] nonpartisan communication,” said Nugent.
Jack Robling ’10 asked about
the state of Kenyon’s endowment.
“Kenyon’s endowment is very low,”
said Nugent. “What we do with what
we have is incredible.” According to
Nugent, the College currently has
raised around $125 million toward
its $230 million goal through the
Capital Campaign.
Jeremy Lawson ’08 asked about
the number of students being admitted in subsequent classes and in-

quired about why more students are
not being allowed to live off campus.
According to Nugent, a taskforce was
convened to determine the proper
size for the College and they decided
that it could have between 1,550 and
1,600 students. She said that Kenyon
is one of few schools deciding to
scale back in numbers rather than
grow. “We made a very conscious
decision that the intimacy at Kenyon
is something that we think is critical
to who we are,” said Nugent. She also
said that the College is trying to “put
together a kind of package of funding” for the residence halls project.
She said the College does not want to
raise tuition, so will continue admitting students at its current rate “for a
short time” until money can be raised
to build the two new dormitories the
College plans to build.
Mysliwiec questioned why the
College did not require faculty to
live nearby as it had in the past, why
Gocial was not living in Neff House,
in which former Dean of Students
Donald Omahan ’70 lived and why
more students weren’t allowed to live
off campus. Nugent said that it is the
popular opinion that Kenyon be 100
percent residential and that not a lot
of the spaces in and around Gambier
are appropriate for students. She
also said that Gocial was not living
in Neff House because when she arrived to campus, Omahan was still
living there and that Gocial cannot
live in a two-story house because of
problems with her knees.
Ryan Volsen ’09 asked Nugent
about how energy efficient the KAC
was. Nugent turned the question
over to McConnell, who said that
many changes are being made to
the way that the KAC is being run
to make it more energy efficient.
According to McConnell, a control
panel may be installed at the information desk to turn down the lights
in various parts of the KAC and
that he has hired an intern for next
semester that will help him work
on making the KAC more energy
efficient. Nugent concluded, saying
that the KAC was engineered to be
an energy-efficient building. Lauren
Guicheteau ’10 asked if the lights
were left on in the KAC all night,
to which McConnell said that they
are turned down significantly during
the evening.
Chris Kerr ’09 inquired about
the “architectural integrity” of the
art building and the two new residents halls that will be built. Nugent
said that the art building has been

designed to be modern-looking, but
she said it would be a “tasteful, attractive building.” She said that much
emphasis has been put on making
sure the two new residence halls are
similar architecturally to the other
buildings on south campus, which is
making the project expensive. “That
is a very important Kenyon neighborhood down there, and you’re not
going to slap up some glass building
next to Old Kenyon,” said Nugent.
One student asked what would
happen to Ernst after Peirce is reopened. According to Nugent, the
building will be torn down and made
into green space. It will not be used
for other purposes because it was
built in a “cheap way that makes it
unusable.” McConnell added that
equipment will be salvaged from
Ernst and donated before the building comes down, which he said
should happen during the fall.
Sam Kling ’09 asked about
swipe-card entry for the dorms.
Nugent explained the liability behind leaving the doors unlocked
and how, if a lawsuit were brought
against the School, the doors being
left unlocked would be a weak point.
She said, however, that she thought
the protesting and dialogue between
students and trustees was good.
Henry Mathes ’08 asked about
the rate of administrative turnover.
Nugent said that this is normal
change that takes place when a new
president is selected to run a college.
She said that normally changes are
made to 50 percent of administrative positions, which is more than
she has changed. She also said that
Student Affairs has been “traditionally understaffed” and that this is why
administrators have been brought
into that department.
Robling asked if Graham Gund
would be designing the new art facility. According to Nugent, Gund has
already designed the building. He
was selected to design the project
after some competition for the job.
She also said that Gund would be designing the two new residence halls,
but said that “no campus should be
designed by one architect.”
Maggie Kempner ’08 asked
about having buildings designed by
new architects and asked if students
could have a say in deciding who
would design the buildings. Nugent
said that it was not a decision for
students to make because “we will
come and go, but the College will
go on forever.”
Jonathan Meyers ’10 brought up

the “grossly unacceptable” amount of
responsibility being asked of community advisors (CAs). Nugent said
she was aware of these problems and
said that it is not unusual for CAs
to quit mid-semester and that personal issues are also reasons why CAs
have decided to quit. According to
Nugent, her impression is that both
CAs and Res-Life administrators
have expectations that aren’t being
met and changes should be made on
both sides. She also said that there is
currently a proposal to increase the
amount that CAs are paid, which
she considers a “substantial increase.”
She said that “creating meaningful
employment roles for students is a
desirable goal.”
Frankie Gourrier ’08 asked
about the possibility that Ernst be
made into a dorm space, which he
feels would be highly sought out
by student athletes. Nugent said
that she did not want to create an
“athlete ghetto” and that she “made
a commitment to the Village” about
creating more green space.
Rita Seabrook ’08 asked about
the party policy and the rationale
behind the closed party system.
According to Nugent, there was a
long student discussion about this
matter before a decision was made
about instituting the policy. Smith
fielded the question as well, saying
that the committee that decided on
the policy looked at safety problems
that had occurred because hosts were
not taking responsibility for their
guests. She also said that only four
party monitors showed up to a recent
meeting for monitors out of the more
than 100 that are registered.
Colin Maguire ’08 expressed
his feelings about how the Dean
of Students should be an advocate
of students and how he considered
Omahan to be better at this than
Gocial. Nugent praised Gocial for
being a great advocate for students,
though she may not be as “permissive” as other deans.
Maguire then asked about expanding student parking and the
crack-down on hard liquor. Smith
said that the committee decided
that many of the most harmful alcohol-related student incidences were
liquor-related. McConnell said that
Jack Hornick’09 will be hosting a
forum on parking after Thanksgiving break.
Japhet Balaban ’09 asked about
his perception of Nugent’s limited
presence on campus. According to
Nugent, she is readily available via

e-mail and teaches a course every
year. She considers herself a visible
president, and she says the people she
is meeting with “may not be you.”
[Middle Ground quote is funny]
A student asked about the
formation of an Arabic program.
Nugent said that the school is working on putting this together, though
there are technical problems such
as having enough money to fund
the program and hiring a professor
that are preventing the launch of the
program. “I can’t imagine us going
backwards,” said Nugent.
A student inquired about insufficient campus lighting. Nugent said
that this is a concern for the safety
committee, and McConnell said
that Superintendent of Buildings
and Grounds Ed Neal and Director of Campus Bob Hooper in the
Safety Office usually hold walks with
students to see where lighting needs
to be increased.
Chris Holden ’08 asked about
the future of Gund Commons after
Peirce reopens. Nugent said that
Gund will no longer be used as a dining hall and that this is partly because
the “notion of common meals” is
favored by community members and
that the school will have the capacity
to do so with Peirce. She also said
that Gund is old and run-down. According to Nugent, parts of the SAC
may move into the building, leaving
available space in the center of the
Village. She said that there will probably need to be a grab-and-go option
on the north side of campus.
Tim Hirsch ’09 asked where
an all-night study area would be
to replace the Gund computer lab.
According to Nugent, there will
be ample all-night study space in
Peirce.
A student asked about the potential for a more itemized meal plan.
According to Nugent, there is a little
interest in the project from students,
but “not a whole lot.”
In an interview held after the
panel, Nugent said “the whole point,
to me, is to really have a good dialogue with the students, and I feel
like we’re doing that.” While she
said she expected many of the topics
that were discussed to come up, she
was surprised that others were not
addressed. “I thought people might
want to address the Founder’s Day
question,” said Nugent. “Maybe the
word kind of got out there is that
people realize I’ve heard some students and I think I understand much
better where they’re coming from.”



Features

The Kenyon Collegian

Thursday, November 15, 2007

Put a stake in me, I’m done:
vampires in the KAC theater
By Laura Goehrke
Staff Writer
“I vant to suck your blood!”
is a phrase commonly heard
and uttered by countless (get
it, count as in Count Dracula?)
people across the United States
and even the world. What is the
purpose of vampires in American
folklore and society? What is
the histor y behind the vampire? To find answers to these
thought-provoking and potentially life-changing questions, I
attended “The Envious Dead:
Evil and the Monstrous in East
European Folk Traditions,” a
lecture presented by Professor
Daniel E. Collins of the Ohio
State University and sponsored
by Kenyon’s Modern Languages
and Literature department and
the Office of International Education.
When I walked into the lecture on Monday, I was pleasantly
surprised to see that almost every
seat in the KAC theater had been
taken up, except for the front
row where only a brave few chose
to sit. By the time the lecture
began, over 100 students were
in attendance, sitting not only in

seats but also along the back wall
and in the side aisles. Collins, a
historical linguist, discussed and
explained the roles that vampires
as well as monsters in general
have in societies.
According to Collins, by
examining monsters, a society’s
hopes and fears are revealed.
Collins numbered off eight different purposes that monsters
serve: anthropomorphizing evil—
“putting a shape on that which is
shapeless,” like drawing a monster to represent an earthquake;
counterphobia—enabling someone to cope with his/her fears
by facing the monster in movies,
toys, etc; scapegoating—blaming
effects of death and disease (like
the plague) on certain monsters;
cautionary tales—telling stories
such as the Boogieman or urban
legends to teach morals and
good behavior; demonizing an
enemy—associating enemies
with demons, especially in war
propaganda posters; empowering
the alienated—rejecting mainstream culture and embracing
the role of the monster; licensed
discharge of antisocial culture—
ritualizing bad behavior to make
it acceptable in certain occasions, like Halloween; and lastly

monsters serve as extreme thills
for entertainment—can anyone
slay—there it goes again, I mean
say—Buffy?
Collins then contrasted the
Western image of the vampire
to the Eastern image. The West
visualizes vampires as tall, pale,
thin, attractive and aristocratic,
while Eastern cultures, where
vampires originated, know them
to be fat, swollen and red from
human blood, like a juicy tomato.
According to folklore, a
vampire will attack his own peasant family first, starting with the
weakest and the frailest, such as
the babies. Then he will go after
the rest of his family, followed by
his neighbors—and if he remains
unstopped, he will take over the
whole community ! Let’s just
hope that a vampire never arrives
at Kenyon, because we all know
how great and special our community is to us!
Overall, the lecture was very
interesting and Collins had a
unique sense of humor making
it that much more enjoyable
to listen to. He concluded that
studying vampires and folklore
“leads to a strange life dominated
by the undead.”

Civil War Re-enactment

Sectretary Mineta and Matt Segal ‘08 at the lecture Monday evening.

Mineta combats
racism in Rosse
By Hannah Curran
Editor-in-Chief
Former Secretary of Defense
Norman Mineta, who served in the
cabinets of both Bill Clinton and
George W. Bush, came to Kenyon
on Nov. 13 as part of Speak Out
Against Discrimination Day.
Mineta formerly ser ved as
Democratic mayor of San Jose,
California, and represented the
Silicon Valley area of California
as a member of the U.S. House of
Representatives for 20 years. The
first Asian-American to serve in a
presidential cabinet, Mineta was
appointed secretary of commerce
by Clinton in 2000 and remained
in Washington as Bush’s secretary
of transportation, a position he
held until resigning in July 2006.
Mineta then joined Hill & Knowlton, the New York-based communications firm, as vice chairman.
With tactful humor and keen
insight, Mineta’s lecture “Obstacles are for Leaping” discussed
the his experience at a Wyoming
internment camp for Japanese immigrants and Japanese Americans
during World War II. Afterwards,
he offered advice for students
facing discrimination as well as
glowing comments about the Kenyon itself.

“The hospitality I have been
shown here and the beauty of
the campus adds to the beauty
of the liberal arts education it
provides,” said Mineta about
exploring Kenyon. “This places
provides you with a broader perspective and arguably better prepares you for the real world than
a larger research university.”
When a ske d for advice
about the recent acts of vandalism, Mineta encouraged a speedy
reaction. “Whenever something
like this happens, it is best to
act quickly. Do not let it fester.
Some of it must come from the
top down, but at a certain point
people themselves must be willing to take responsibility for
their actions.”
Mineta encourages graduates to enter the field of civil
rights. “There are so many job
opening and needed positions,”
he said. “I oftentimes feel like
whatever people may say about
progress in these areas there are
still things to be corrected. We
may even be going backwards,
in areas such as gender. We think
we’re ahead, and then something
like that will happen. There’s always something to work on.”

Collegian Web Poll

Save it? Shave it? ’Stache it?

Will Peters

Last Saturday, at 2:00 p.m. on Peirce Lawn, the Peeps O’ Kenyon staged a reenactment of the Civil
War’s Battle of Antietam. Also known as the Battle of Sharpsburg—particularly in the South—the fighting took
place on September 17, 1862, near Sharpsburg, Maryland, and Antietam Creek. It was the first major battle in
the American Civil War to take place on Northern soil. It was the bloodiest single-day battle in American history, with almost 23,000 casualties.
Kenyon’s battle, orchestrated by Andrew Irvin ’08 and Geoff Munsterman ’08, featured Union and
Confederate soldiers dressed in blue and grey respectively, and participants on bikes and scooters served as the
cavalry divisions. Although armies were decided at the event, participants could ask to fill a specific role or
play a certain character. Among famous real-life soldiers represented were Union leaders Major General Joseph
Hooker, Major General Edwin V. Sumner and Confederate generals James Longstreet, Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, Joel Jablon, and J.E.B. Stuart.

Over the next three weeks, the people will
decide the fate of Collegian Sports Editor Jesse
Oppenheim’s glorious facial hair. Vote before
December 1st and we’ll print the results, along
with a picture of Jesse’s new face ’do, in our
next issue.

kenyoncollegian.com/vote

Thursday, November 15, 2007

The Kenyon Collegian

Features

Do you know Marianne?
By Richard Wylde
Staff Writer
If you have gone to Kenyon for any period of time, you
probably know or at least have
heard of Marianne. She works
at the Market, where you will
barely see her tuft of red hair
poking over the deli counter.
Or perhaps she’s checked you
out at the register with a wry
smile. If you have ever gotten a
late-night craving for a Market
dog, you too know Marianne.
“ You really get to know
people here,” Marianne said.
“That’s the fun part of the job.
Everybody calls me by my first
name, and some people just
walk by to say ‘Hi’, without even
buying anything.”
Born and raised in Mount
Vernon, Marianne Cunningham
has worked at the Market for 14
years, where she has seen many
generations of Kenyon students
come and go.
“On e o f th e strang e st
things for me is when somebody
pushes a stroller into the Market, and I realize it’s a former
student,” she said.
Before coming to Kenyon,
Marianne worked at a series of
jobs in Mount Vernon. She attended the Ohio State School
of Cosmetolog y, which led to a

20-year career as a hairdresser,
owning her own salon for some
of that time. Eventually she felt
the calling for a new career, and
she spoke to one of her friends
who worked at a nearby convenience store. She changed jobs,
and soon after was a manager
at a local convenience store,
before eventually applying for
a job at the Market. She is now
a Kenyon enthusiast.
“I love football,” she said.
“I go to see all the home games,
and a lot of the other sports.
There are a lot of people at this
school, and it’s a nice thing to
see everyone.”
If you have not seen Marianne at one of the games, it is
possible you’ve seen her out on
Friday or Saturday night.
“I know where the parties
are at night, because people
come in here and tell me everything,” she said. “I go to one every once in a while, but usually
I just pop into the Cove.”
“She’s very youthful,” said
Frankie Gourrier ’07, a Beta
fraternit y brother who ha s
known Marianne since he was
a first year. “She’s cooler than
half the people at Kenyon. She
doesn’t usually come to the big
parties, but we hang out with
her at the Cove or after football

games.”
While many people might
go crazy living their whole lives
so close to where they grew up,
Marianne is not one of them.
She loves her job, and she loves
the conne ction it g ives her
with the students and the community.
Professor of English William Klein lives only a halfmile away from campus, and
frequently talks with Marianne
while shopping in the Market,
where he professes to go once
or twice a day.
“She’s very personable,” said
Klein. “She likes to tease me and
make jokes, and we talk about
her asparagus patch.” Klein also
remarked on Marianne’s ability
to remain outgoing in spite of
having lived in the same county
all her life.
“Even during the summer,
working here is a lot of fun,” said
Marianne. “I like to watch [the
students] grow, and see their
achievements. I see how stressed
they get from being up all night
studying, and it’s nice to know
that in the Market there will
maybe be that one person to
smile at you,” she said.
Marianne works at the Market Monday-Saturday from 4:00
p.m.—12:00 p.m.

International Education Week

Jonathan Brown

International Education Week kicked off Monday with a celebration of Europe and Oceania. One region of the world
will be featured each day this week from 4:30 p.m.—6:30 p.m. at the Horn Gallery.
On Monday, the Horn was decorated with posters and traditional foods such as baklava and cannoli were served. The
Russian Club, pictured above, put on a short performance. Visiting Assistant Professor of Italian Luigi Ferri spoke about
Italian culture and language, and John Crowe Ransom Professor of English Kim McMullen spoke about “expeditionary
education.”
The next day, students celebrated the Americas with traditional foods like quesadillas, a poetry reading by Associate
Professor of Spanish Victor Rodriguez-Nunez and a speech about study abroad by Marcela Esqueda.
Wednesday featured Asia and the Middle East. Professor of Religious Studies Vernon Schubel and Visiting Assistant
Professor of Political Science Michelle Mood spoke about their experiences in the Muslim world and China, respectively.
Today’s events will focus on Africa. Assistant Professor of History Stephen Volz will speak about Africa’s diversity and
Assistant Professor of History Sylvie Coulibaly will speak about Cote d’Ivoire. Sambusa, plaintains and coffee will be served.



By Jay Ulwick
Staff Writer
So, beer fans, as the season wanes and we come to our
much-needed Thanksgiving break, I thought I would turn my
attention to a special month-long festival that has inspired an
entirely new brand of brew. Oktoberfest, the beer drinking festival founded in Munich, Germany, running from late September
to early October, is regrettably only about 16 days long. And in
Germany. The beer and its traditional recipes, however, have
made their long, winding way from the countryside of Bavaria to
our own Village Market. The Market stocks Leinenkugel’s own
rendition of the Oktoberfest brew. Deciding to take advantage
of the unseasonably warm weather for what may be my final
beer of the year outside, I sat on the quad in front of Leonard
with a stein-worthy beer to cap off the autumn.
This Week’s Brew: Leinenkugel’s Oktoberfest
Oktoberfest beers, or Märzen beers, come from the time
before refrigeration. During the summer months it was nearly
impossible to brew beer because of the fermentation and bacterial infection. These beers were brewed in March and kept in
high altitudes and cold storage in order to allow them to keep.
Generally they sport around a 4.5% ABV, while Leinenkugel’s
brew furnishes a little more power to its concoction, ratcheting
it up to 5.1% ABV.
Borrowing a stein from my friend (if we’re to drink Oktoberfest beer, we must do it properly). I poured the beer slowly
over the rim of the mug so as to see its color. It poured a very
nice golden amber. The head rose to about one-finger’s width,
which was decent while not being too thick or obstructing
the taste of the beer. Taking a whiff, I found that the stein
contained the smell nicely so that it was much easier to pick
out the individual strains of caramel and grassy malts than it
would have been had I been drinking from a pint glass. Judging from the strong, independent aromas, I expected the taste
to be similar.
Unfortunately, this beer seemed to have been shaken prior
to my drinking it. Could it have just been the one bottle? Nope,
the second one proved similar. The taste, while reminiscent
of caramel underneath the malt taste, was partially drowned
out due to the intense carbonation. The taste of the beer was
washed out, leaving an odd mouth feel that made me recall Pop
Rocks, of all things. The drinkability was high to begin with,
but declined with the rapidly rising temperature of the beer. The
later sips were harder to get down than the first, a curve that is
usually the reverse. The head laced down the inside of my stein,
however, and the taste did remain constant, though the malt
flavors became dominant towards the end of the beer.
All in all, it seemed a faithful rendition of the pros and
cons of the typical Oktoberfest beer, a fact that will naturally
limit its number of fans. This is a beer best drunk close to freezing cold, because the brew becomes less drinkable as it warms.
Bearing this in mind, the Oktoberfest brew lends itself well to
the coming cold and the winter, perhaps subverting its original
intent to last through the summer. If you find yourself on your
back porch when home for the Thanksgiving break enjoying a
cool evening, Leinenkugel’s Oktoberfest could be an excellent
companion.
As the week draws to a close, your faithful beer reviewer
will be traveling home and taking notes on some of the local
brews being cooked up in Washington, D.C. (and perhaps even
bringing a few back). Stay safe and warm as you head home for
Thanksgiving, give the folks a good lesson on beer tasting, and
remember as always to enjoy your beer!

Want to write Features?
E-mail friedmans@kenyon.edu
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Inside the artist’s studio with Professor Snouffer
By maia raber
A&E Editor

Karen Snouffer is an associate
professor of studio art, and is currently
teaching a drawing class and a painting
class.
Collegian: What kind of art do you
do outside the classroom, and where
have you shown your work?
KS: I’m in my tenth year of teaching at
Kenyon, and I’ve been doing installation
art for over 20 years, and in the last four
years I started painting and drawing …
Well, I’ve been doing those my whole
life, but I’ve been more concentrated
on that. I’ve shown in the Midwest
area, and in Miami, New York City, and
San Fransisco, and I just had a show in
France, in Epernay and Reims.
Collegian: What project or projects
are you currently working on?
KS: Right now, I’m getting ready for
the faculty show, and it’s a body of work
that is a combination of painting and
drawing. [Before that], when my dad
died in 2000, I started doing work about
him and I was very interested in memory
and objects, and I did several shows
about him—two installations, and I
started doing paintings that included
collages of photographs that were both
historical and family photographs, and
the most recent work in France was
related to his experiences during World
War II.
Collegian: What sorts of themes
or concepts usually interest you or
inform your work?
KS: The work that’s memory- and
photography-based is preexisting

imagery that I call together for a
synergistic kind of effect, whereas the
other work [for the faculty show] is
based on what’s called automatism, or
automatic painting, where it’s a stream
of consciousness way of working. The
surrealists worked that way. It’s like
you’re allowing images to come out of
your imagination, your subconscious.
I’ve been working that way for about
four years, and once you work that
way, the work starts telling you what
it’s about, which is the opposite of my
other body of work, where I’m more in
charge of what’s going to happen. I’m
finding with the automatic work that
I’m addressing the conflict between
nature and the civilized world and
addressing multitasking and chaos.
Also, on the flip side, [I’m addressing]
a fantasy world that is just the opposite
of that. The name of the body is called
“identity crisis,” because I feel that I am
constantly being caught up in chaos,
identity, demands and also wanting a
space of imagination and freedom.
Collegian: What, if anything, about
Kenyon or the surrounding area
influences your work?
KS: There was a student who
interviewed me, my second or third
year here, who, after graduating from
Kenyon, was writing for a magazine
called Dialogue. What she was supposed
to do was contact artists around Ohio
who live in rural regions. She came to
my studio and asked me if I thought
it would be difficult being an artist
in a rural setting like this, and I said,
“I don’t think it will be difficult. So
much of it is coming out of my mind,
my imagination, my experiences.” My
answer now, though, is yes, it’s really
hard, because it’s valuable to have a
community of artists. In terms of visual
artists, there are five of us here working

a while, taught preschool … it took me
15 years after my undergraduate degree
to go back to grad school. If I came
back again I would want to be a dancer,
because I love to dance. I think that
movement and kinesthetic awareness is
very much part of being an artist.
Collegian: What about the art world
has changed since you began as an
artist?

Karen Snouffer

“Deportés et Internés,” one of Snouffer’s pieces dealing with memory, object and place.

in our own mediums. There are a few
other people in the Gambier area who
are also artists, but an area where there
are lots of galleries and art events has its
own energy that you don’t have here.
The other side of it is that I actually
love the intellectual stimulation. At
first, I felt a little overwhelmed and
intimidated by it, but it’s brought a really
unexpected element to my work. The
work that’s based on memory is related
very much to history, both personal and
of cultures, and I don’t think I would
have been as aware of that if I had been
in a different kind of environment. And
there are people within the College
community that can respond to that
kind of work, and I do like having an
audience here. I think it’s important to
make work that’s accessible … not to
dumb it down or make concessions,
but it can be valuable for people who
aren’t experts or collectors to respond to
and appreciate work. I tell my students
that there’s art for the people and art
for art’s sake. I find myself making those
different kinds of bodies of work, and
sometimes I feel conflicted, but I think
most artists do.

Drive was a wild ride in the Hill Theater
By taylor waterman
Staff Writer
I was in for a surprise when I
went into last weekend’s performance
of How I Learned To Drive with
barely any knowledge of the play. The
sheer awkwardness of the first scene,
in which uncle and niece partake in

success.
The stage was set in a highly
resourceful way. I was amazed at how,
using only five chairs and a table, the
cast rearranged the props to represent
a multitude of settings.
Anna Stevens ’08 was excellent as
Li’l Bit, a bubbly, sarcastic, conflicted
teenager. Opposite her, Stewart Urist

Will Cirocco

Rachel Rubenstein ’10, Drew Lewis ’10, Anna Stevens ’08 Rose Proctor ’10 in Drive.

incestual relations, instilled a physical
discomfort that remained with me
until the curtains closed. In spite of this,
and due in no small part to the skill of
the actors, the play was an impressive

’08 played Peck, her pedophilic uncle.
Urist was fantastic in his ability to
balance the sympathetic and perverted
aspects of the character. The Greek

chorus, who doubled as relatives of
Li’l Bit and Peck, provided most of
the humor, and kept the mood light
despite the taboo subject matter.
The action slowed drastically
toward the end of the play during the
hotel scene between Urist and Stevens.
This slowing did not indicate a lull,
however—the scene dragged on just
long enough to communicate Peck’s
desperation and Li’l Bit’s conflicted
interests. Arising from this scene, as
well as from the final scene of the
play, was the only issue I had with its
presentation: Stevens’ portrayal of
Li’l Bit was too ambiguous. Though
clearly scarred by her childhood
experiences, Stevens seemed to add a
less than subtle element of pleasure to
her character, which eliminated any
room the audience might have had for
sympathy.
Despite the controversial theme,
the scattered humor kept most of the
play light. This is not to say, however,
that the darker portions were smoothed
over—on the contrary, they were
addressed openly. This was perhaps the
cast’s greatest achievement, to present a
play containing such dark humor both
directly and tastefully.

Collegian: What about the experience
of teaching art do you value most?
KS: I actually find an art community in
my students. I draw a lot of energy from
them, and even though I feel like my role
is to bring a lot of knowledge and energy
and expertise and advice to them, and
skill-building, I also feel like I get a lot of
energy from them—psychological and
aesthetic. We’re in this building so much,
our classes are so long, and the students
get to know each other really well.
There’s a lot of intimacy because they’re
often addressing personal concepts, so
that’s what I like about it the most: those
relationships and the connections.
Collegian: Did you ever consider a
different profession, or did you always
know you wanted to be an artist?
KS: I started out in studio art and I went
into art education because my parents
wanted me to get a job. I taught in public
schools, and it was extremely difficult.
Then I went into graphic design and
found myself serving the customer [too
much]. I worked for a magazine and a
newspaper, and even went into retail for

KS: When I was in grad school in the
80s, the feminist movement had really
picked up—become very powerful—
and it was so exciting being a grad student
because I got to meet a lot of women
artists who were Gorilla Girls—a group
of female artists that would show up at
openings as gorillas. They were trying
to heighten the awareness of the low
percentage of women getting big shows.
I feel like that awareness or that drive has
changed … it doesn’t seem to be there,
but the percentages are still pretty low.
Also, it’s obvious that there’s a lot
more technology impacting art, and
I’m very aware of how photography has
become such an influential medium on
the way students think about imagery
and how they come up with ideas for
their work. In both my drawing and
painting classes, I have assignments
where they have to access photography,
take their own photographs or actually
use photography in collage. This is also
the first year I’ve had so many kids in
my class wanting to wear iPods, because
a lot of kids like to have music on while
they’re working, but I tried to explain to
them that it is a class, and I want them to
not shut out me and one another while
they’re working. I do allow them to wear
them one day a week, if it’s a workday. I
do think music can be very conducive to
making art, and I’m actually thinking of
having a jazz band come into my classes
and play.

MST3K Preview
By andrew cunningham
Managing Editor
A doozy of a humdinger of a screening this week, and right before
Thanksgiving, too! Werewolf is, surprisingly enough, a movie about werewolves.
It’s also about the complicated love lives of archaeologists, weird gun-toting
landlords and strange, unidentifiable accents.
A team of archaeologists, headed up by a man who looks not unlike Uri
Geller, discovers an odd skeleton in the Arizona desert. The Native American
diggers seem wary of the thing, which causes a brawl to break out—I hear
this is a common occurrence among archaeologists, who are notoriously hotblooded and prone to outburst.
Anyway, this leads to one of the Native Americans cutting himself real
good on the skeleton, which makes him turn into a werewolf. This sucks
for him, but Uri Geller and his gigantic, ridiculous hair are intrigued by this
development. He starts to turn people into werewolves on purpose for reasons
I either don’t understand or don’t remember, and this is arguably the source of
the movie’s conflict.
Also involved is a redhead with a completely made-up accent, which
renders most of her lines utterly unintelligible. A guy named Paul, who spends
part of the movie as a werewolf and the other part of it being an unsuccessful
writer, is also around. These two fall in love, I don’t know why. Eventually Uri
Geller is killed by one of them. I will not give away the super-secret surprise
ending to the movie Werewolf!
Fun fact for this week: one of the people in the movie is played by Joe
Estevez, the least famous member of the Sheen/Estevez brood (that’s hard to
do). Longtime viewers may remember Joe from his compelling performance as
a soultaker in last year’s screening of Soultaker.
Mystery Science Theater 3000 is shown on Fridays at 6:30 p.m. in Higley
Auditorium.
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Synergy brings energy to Olin
By chelsea raflo
Staff Writer
The Synergy Project, the latest
exhibition being held in Olin Art
Gallery, is the work of Professor of Art
Claudia Esslinger. Esslinger recently
returned to Kenyon after a semesterlong artist residency at the Headlands
Center for the Arts in Sausalito,
California, where she worked both
independently and collaboratively to
develop an intriguing new body of
work.
The title of this exhibit refers to
the main video installation on display
in the gallery, but it also emphasizes
the overarching concept of Esslinger’s
work over the past year. Synergy is an
interaction of elements so that their

Esslinger’s synergistic vision, though,
is unique in the fact that it involves
both the interaction of elements on
the screen and the interaction of artist
and audience—an equation yielding a
magnified result.
The three pieces that make up the
exhibition explore this idea to different
extents. “Searching for the Aurora” is a
video sculpture set to an audio recording
of G.C. Waldrep’s poem of the same title
and serves as the most straightforward
example of a synergistic experiment.
The video projection features a slow,
shaky trip out of a tunnel that is almost
abstracted by flashes of light and color,
while the viewer listens as the poem
is read at the same pace as the visual
progression. The two elements would
exist in isolation were it not for this

Students experience the exhibit in the Olin gallery.

combined effect is greater than the
sum of their individual effects, or, in
Esslinger’s words, the “serendipitous
collision of many narratives.” Most
socially conscious forms of art tend
to employ synergistic techniques; the
juxtaposition of seemingly unrelated
images or cultural reference points is
a common tactic to critique aspects
of society, particularly in the field of
video art, Esslinger’s primary medium.
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Roxeanne Smith

serendipitous collision that produces
a piece of beautiful simplicity, likening
the elusive nature of the aurora to that
of time itself.
“Spoems” is a piece that Esslinger
created by stringing together bits and
pieces of email spam to form a bizarre
and humorous compilation of prose
poetry. This is also aided by an audio
recording of the words that is read faster

or slower depending on the movement
and location of the viewer. The effect
is a strange, exhilarating sense of control
that is found again, to a greater degree,
in “The Synergy Project,” the focal
point of the exhibition.
Heretheviewerisinvitedtochoose
from a number of looping visual scenes
and audio selections written by Visiting
Instructor of Music Britan Harnetty to
create a three-frame montage that can
also be manipulated through speed
and volume. The combinations are
numerous and can be as simple as the
image of two hands repeated three
times at different speeds, or as complex
as a narrative involving a strange
scientific experiment, a woman sinking
in water or frightened eyes darting back
and forth. The space itself overwhelms,
until the viewer is no longer a visitor in
an art gallery, but the central conductor
in a cyclorama of motion and sound.
As a result, the viewer forms his or her
own meaning from the material, be it
ominous, whimsical or serene.
An important question for
Esslinger in the process of creating The
Synergy Project was, as she said, “How
can I empower the visitor in the gallery
to become the agent of change?” By
physically involving the audience in
her work, Esslinger takes a literal and
effective approach to the issue; the
viewer cannot experience the piece
without making an impact on it. This
aspect of the exhibition, arguably the
most significant, reflects the artist’s
need to create something that is
bigger than herself. Her work is not
simply a display of technical skill and
aesthetic appeal, but a direct request for
investigation and contribution.
So much of contemporary art
is fixated on being the most unique,
the most obscure and often the most
inaccessible, lending itself to the artist’s
self-indulgence. Esslinger’s work reveals
just the opposite: a wider consciousness
that is more interested in the power
of association than of separation. The
inclusive nature of The Synergy Project
is refreshing and certainly intensifies
the energy already created through the
visual narratives.
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Miss Reardon intoxicates

Tristan Potter

Emma Farnsworth ’11 in Miss Reardon.

By caleb ruopp
Staff Writer
And Miss Reardon Drinks
a Little, the senior thesis of Eliza
Huberth, Sara Hunkler and Clara
Elser, is a dark comedy. It is the story
of three sisters, Catherine, Anna and
Ceil, who all work for schools—one is
a teacher, one a vice principal and one
the superintendent. The teacher, Anna
(Hunkler) had a nervous breakdown
when her mother died, has since been
accused of molesting a male student,
thinks she has rabies, is on a strict
vegan diet and hates fur. Catherine
(Huberth), the vice principal, lives
with Anna and spends most of her
time at home, drunk. Ceil (Elser),
the superintendent and big sister, has
suggested that Anna be put away, and
both Anna and Catherine disagree.
Later in the evening, Fleur (Kate
Kremer ’11) the guidance counselor,
and her husband Bob (Will Cirocco
’10) arrive to meet Ceil, and Fleur
tries to butter her up for a raise. The
show ends with Catherine and Anna
being left by Ceil to live with and take
care of one another.
Cirocco was brilliant as Bob,
delivering one of the funniest lines of
the show and often having to switch
dramatic tactics. Kremer was excellent
as Fleur. She skillfully portrayed
her character’s mindless optimism.

Emma Farnsworth ’11, who played
Catherine’s landlady, shone as a
minor but challenging character.
Caitlin Watkins ’08 deserves
accolades for directing and designing
the set for Miss Reardon just a few
short weeks after finishing her
own senior thesis. Her placement
of a painting of the mother in the
background was particularly effective,
invoking the idea of her watching the
whole affair. Huberth captured well
Catherine Reardon’s loss of control,
and her attempts to fill that loss with
alcohol. Hunkler’s mental instability
was convincing, especially in her
abrupt switches from momentary
sanity to bossing others around
to being scared by a little harmless
fur. Elser was also convincing as an
uptight, uncaring person.
In spite of these outstanding
performances, the play itself had
couple of frustrating loose ends. For
example, did Anna Reardon really
molest a male student? The laughter
covered several lines, which I attribute
to having seen the show the opening
night; the actors might not have
known what lines would be funniest.
Additionally, there were a few lines
that sounded slightly garbled, but it
could have just been playing drunk,
or opening night jitters. All in all,
though, it was a memorable show.

Advertisement
Hika & Collegian Short Story Contest 2007
Hika and the Collegian have teamed up for a short story contest and we want your original work! If you need
inspiration we’ve written two prompts, but feel free to write about whatever you choose—
Prompt 1. Write a story inspired by a piece of art from 1860-1960.
Prompt 2. Write a main character based on a stranger with whom you’ve shared public transportation.
Prompt 3. Write whatever you want.
Winners will be published in both Hika AND the Collegian. Deadline is Dec. 1st , please email submissions to both
hika@kenyon.edu and collegian@kenyon.edu with the subject line “Short Story Contest” (one submission per person).
The 1st place winner will be published in the Collegian as a serial column, first, second and third place winners will be
published in Hika’s annual issue in April. This is a great publishing opportunity and a great forum for new writers! Tell all
your friends!
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Football falters in final game
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Cross Country races
into championships
By Michael Reilley
Staff Reporter

Courtesy of Marty Fuller

Running back Kylie Toot ’10 drives the ball forward two weeks ago in the Lords’ game against Oberlin College.

By Lindsay Means
Staff Reporter
Last Saturday, the Lords football team fell to the College of
Wooster in a 43-13 season-ending loss that closely mirrored last
season’s finale, when a 27-0 lead at
halftime ended in a 41-13 Fighting
Scots win.
Wooster blasted to a 28-0 lead
in the first half. The Lords attempted a comeback in the third quarter,
as QB Rafael Sanchez ’08 scored
on a three-yard touchdown run. In
the fourth quarter Joey Konieczny
’08 had a four-yard run to bring the
Lords’ score to 13.
“The defense stepped it up
and forced several turnovers, but
we never seemed to totally click
in all phases of the game,” said
Head Coach Ted Stanley. “While
it’s tempting to feel disappointed
that the seniors have to end their
careers like this, they should walk

away feeling proud—they elevated
the program immensely.”
The Lords’ 324 yards of offense
Saturday helped the team secure the
school record for most yardage in
a single season, with 4,602 yards.
The season total of passing yards,
2,542, is the fourth best in Kenyon
history.
Several seniors stood out in
the Lords’ offense on Saturday’s
game. Carlin Shoemaker finished
his Kenyon career with 239 receptions and 3000 receiving yards,
which put him second and third
in terms of receptions and yards
received respectively in Kenyon
College history.
Sanchez ran for 245 yards
against Wooster and completed 14
of 28 pass attempts for 119 yards,
in addition to running for 126 yards
and a touchdown. He finishes second in Lords’ history with 29 rushing touchdowns, as well as finishing
second in terms of rushing with his

2,828 yards. He also ranked in the
top five in attempts, completions,
completion percentage, yards and
touchdowns.
Defensively, several other seniors stepped up. Mike Chase
finished his Kenyon career with a
team-high 88 tackles, adding seven
in Saturday’s game. Chris Santagate had nine tackles and two sacks,
while Chris Loggins had seven tackles, an interception and a fumble
recovery. 11 of 53 of the Lords’
players are graduating this year.
“[For] next year, our optimism
runs very high,” said Stanley. “We
have a great core remaining, we’re
looking at a strong group of incoming freshmen, and we really made
some strides defensively this year,
even if the scores don’t look like
it … Our staff is one of the best in
the league, and we’ve really learned
some valuable lessons. The 2008
season starts now, and we want to
be ready.”

Equestrian team gallops to fourth place
By Isaac Miller
Staff Reporter
The Kenyon College Equestrian
Team competed last weekend in the
Intercollegiate Horse Association
Horse Show at Lake Erie College near
Cleveland, their second and final show
of the semester. The team competed
against nine other schools from Ohio,
including The Ohio State University,
Ohio University, Kent State University and Denison University.
Shows consist of two events, or
classes: the fences class, where the
horses must jump over obstacles, and
the flat class, where the horses do not
jump.
“In the over fences class, the
rider is judged on her form and how
well [she] can ride the horse and ask
the horse to take a specific number
of strides between jumps,” said Kim
Miller ’09. “In the flat class, the rider
is judged on her form, and how well

she can ask the horse to change
speeds from the walk to the trot to
the canter.”
One of the major degrees of
difficulty at these shows is that the
host school provides all the horses.
“This can be daunting,” said Miller.
“A horse’s name is literally picked out
of a cup, and that is the horse you
ride during the class. You have never
ridden the horse before, and then you
have to go and compete on that horse.
The system is a really good indicator
of how well you can ride. However,
sometimes you get a horse who is
easier to ride, and sometimes you get
a horse who is harder to ride. So that
in addition to your ability definitely
determines who wins the class.”
The team finished fourth overall
at the competition. The team had
several notable performers, including Miller, who finished first in the
fences class on Sunday. Captain
Sasha Milam ’09 had one of the best

performances of the competition,
winning high-point rider for the day
on Sunday. Not only did she win both
of her classes, she also won a ride-off
against another rider who won her
classes as well. The Kenyon team also
won second in the “Team Spirit”
competition.
“It was a big deal,” said Miller.
“Kenyon’s Equestrian team is a lot
smaller than most schools, and Sasha
beat all the other schools we competed
against to win high-point rider.”
Not every member of the club
competes, but Milam says that really is
not the point of the group. “As a team,
we don’t care particularly about winning,” she said. “We are there to have
a good time, and if we’re competitive,
great, and if not, that’s fine to. We
have a great time with each other and
our coach, Kathie Frost.”
KCET will have two more shows
next semester and will help host the
Regional Championships.

The Lords and Ladies crosscountr y teams’ reg ular season
schedules concluded this past
weekend in Great Rapids, Michigan at the NCAA Great Lakes
Regional Meet. The Lords team
place d tenth, and the Ladies
fourth. The extensive competitive field saw 34 scoring teams
in the men’s 8,000-meter race
and 31 in the women’s 6,000meter race.
Jim Boston ’09 once again
led the Lords’ finishers, coming
across in 25:22 and taking 11th
overall. Boston’s performance
Saturday placed him on the AllRegion team and also earned him
a bid to race in the NCAA Division III Championship race. Following Boston for the Lords were
Matt Riley ’10 and Kaleb Keyserling ’09, who finished within ten
seconds of one another at 26:04
and 26:13. The two took 42nd
and 52nd overall, respectively.
The other scoring runners from
Kenyon were R ob Carp enter
’10, who finished with a time of
26:40, and Chris Houser ’09 who
had a time of 26:54.
The men’s team from Calvin
College won the race. Calvin’s
runners Jed Christiansen, Ted
Hulst and Jon Gries took first,
second and third respectively.
Lauren Brady ’11 continued her strong second half of
the season, leading the Ladies
and finishing sixth overall with
a time of 22:01. Brady’s finish

also set a new record for Kenyon
College Cross Country, breaking
the one set in 2004 by Christina
McNamara. Jess Francois ’09 was
the second Ladies’ finisher with
a time of 22:26, enough for 21st
overall. Lauren Metzger ’11, who
took 27th overall with a time of
22:53, shortly followed Francois.
Brady, Francois and Metzger’s
top 35 fin ishes earne d them
spots on the All-Region team.
Chrissy Ostrowski ’11 and Kara
Pellegrino ’11 finished out the
Ladies scoring times. The Ladies’
team performance earned them
an “at-large” bid into next week’s
NCAA Division III Championship race.
Ca lvin C o l l e g e ’s wom en
team also took top honors, although Case Western Reserve’s
Esther Erb was the first individual finisher.
Coach Duane Gomez, still
hoarse from cheering , was enthusiastic about the teams’ “outstanding” performances. “Both
teams ran their best races,” he
said. “Just about everyone had
season-best times, which is unusual, but we were very excited
about that. The men finished
second out of the conference and
the women were first.”
The Kenyon Cross Country
season is over for the all of the
Lords except Boston. Boston, as
well as the Ladies team, will compete next Saturday at the NCAA
Division III Championship race
at St. Olaf College in Northfield,
Minnesota.

Player of the Week
By Holly Karn
Staff Reporter
Senior rugby player Jarrett
Moreno came to Kenyon as a
soccer player. Having played
s in c e h e wa s f o ur, Mo ren o
joined the team his first year.
He only recently began playing
rugby after being exposed to it
here at Kenyon
on a lazy Saturday. The afternoon ultimately
led to his passion
for rugby, and he
has been playing
ever since.
“The rugby
team has no
coach and is
completely player run…it is
different because you’re doing it
for each other,” Jarrett said.
Jarrett has been involved in
Student Council every year, and

this year, he is Student Council
president. Double majoring in
psycholog y and economics, Jarrett rarely has free time. What
free time he does have is spent
like most others, playing video
games, especially FIFA Soccer.
He works as a discrimination
advisor, and for
admissions as
a senior interviewer.
After graduation, Jarrett
i s c ons i d ering
g o i n g t o Ne w
York or Washing ton, D.C.
and working
Elly Deutch i n i nve s tm ent
banking or policy. Wherever he goes, Jarrett
will miss Kenyon. “I don’t think
I’ll be in a place where everyone
cares about the community this
much,” he said.

